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News and Events at
The Red Pencil Ltd (Singapore)

Our next issue will be published in
June 2014. An update of all the great
work done by registered art-therapists
for children will be detailed, with stories
and pictures.

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you sincerely to all those who came to us to
spontaneously and generously contribute to the cause of the Red Pencil.

OUR MISSION
“If you could say it in words,
there would be no reasons to paint”.

Is to bring the benefits of arttherapy to children facing
overwhelming situations for
which they have no words.

Edward Hoffer

NEWS & INFO
We are deeply grateful
to our partners who
journey with us towards
accomplishing our mission
in Singapore and overseas:

SUPPORTED BY:

MINDS:

Belgium!

After organizing awareness art-therapy
workshops for staff and parents in all 4 MINDS
schools, The Red Pencil Singapore organized,
on September 30th, a community event at
MINDS’ Lee Kong Chian Gardens school
involving 23 art-therapists and students from
LASALLE College of the Arts.

The Red Pencil Singapore is glad
to be working closely with two wellestablished Belgian Associations,
BLBG and BLAS.

Affordable Art Fair
From Wednesday 20th
November until 25th,
17.800 visitors visited
the friendly and very
successful Affordable
Art Fair !
Following the theme of connection, the Red Pencil booth
was constantly bubbly with fun and interactive art activities,
involving children and their parents who were experiencing
with various types of materials on postcards and canvasses.

SINGAPORE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT BOARD

OUR PARTNERS:

The 60 children at MINDS also benefited from the
meditation process facilitated by Body-Mind Energy
Therapist Katharina Brunner. We are grateful to Angela
Tan for organizing the event with efficiency and her
husband, Alvic Tay, for the fantastic souvenir of pictures
we have! This event will take place in three other MINDS
schools during 2014.

“When we rescue
the child, we save
the adult”.

The latest event
where the Red
Pencil Singapore
was associated is
the famous Belgian
celebration of
‘Sinterklass en
Zwarte Pieten’.
Each event is an opportunity to make
children and families experience the
benefits of bonding through art and also
to sell some Faber-Castell pencil boxes to
the benefit of our humanitarian mission.

“It has been a great pleasure to work with The Red Pencil for the
first time at the recent Affordable Art Fair. The work that they do
in helping people overcome life challenges through art therapy
is incredibly important within Singapore. Their art therapists
brought their passion and dedication to this subject to their
workshops at the Fair and by doing so helped to educate our
visitors on a different type of therapy available within the region.
It was a great privilege to work with the Red Pencil.“

Camilla Hewitson
Fair Director

Singapore Pinacotheque
de Paris
Pinacothèque de Paris, the largest private
art museum in Paris, will open its first
venue outside of Europe in Singapore.

NEWS & INFO

SIBELCO

KKH

Corporate executives enjoy art-therapy too !

A full-time art-therapy service has been
rolled-out at KK Women’s and Children’s
Hospital (KKH) with effect from October
1st, sponsored by The Red Pencil Singapore
thanks to the generous support of KOP
properties.

Set to fully open by the first quarter of 2015, the
Singapore Pinacotheque de Paris, located at
Fort Canning Center, exhibited from September
until December 2013 a magnificient collection
of Masterpieces, spanning over 500 years of art
history through prestigious works of art by 20
world-famous artists. During the same time
frame, The Red Pencil offered free art-therapy
workshops for about 200 children and their
families every Saturdays and Sundays.

Newspapers articles, ChannelNewsAsia and
Radio talks have reported on this new therapeutic
support given to children who have to undergo
long-term hospitalizations.

Whether it is for pure fun and relaxation, to learn
how to deal with stress through art, or to get to
know oneself, executives find benefit in a Friday
afternoon to unwind with colorful canvasses before
heading back home for a family week-end. The
generous contribution of SIBELCO Asia to those
workshops went entirely to the benefit of The Red
Pencil Singapore. With our warmest thanks for
their support !
“We went into the Art Therapy program with the Red
Pencil with two key objectives. First we wanted to
explore a different and creative way to make the office
team work together and secondly create awareness
towards contribution to the community we live in. The
experience across 3 workshops has been a success
and has even awakened some dormant “artists” in our
organization.”

Bruno L.A. Wauters
CEO, Sibelco Asia

As a start, this programme will reach out to
children who have experienced traumatic
situations, such as accidental or non-accidental
injuries, medical procedures such as major
surgeries, and children with mental wellness
concerns such as depression, anxiety and
psychosis. It will be offered to paediatric
inpatients, based on the attending physician’s
assessment, and will be provided to subsidised
patients at no cost.
“Art therapy provides young patients a safe outlet
for expression of difficult thoughts and emotions.
The inpatient art therapy sessions at KKH are usually
conducted in a one-to-one setting at the bedside. The
objectives and goals of the art therapy intervention
for each child are determined in consultation with
the multidisciplinary care team to ensure that the
programme complements their efforts to aid the child’s
physical and emotional recovery.”

Pearlyn Lee
KKH’s first Art Therapist who will lead the programme

Mendaki
Therapy is a process, it needs time. During
the months of November / December,
art-therapists facilitated a 3rd edition of
workshops for children whose parents are
in prison, with the purpose of giving those
children a chance to express how they feel
about it, what they think about prison.
This project being a partnership with Yayasan
Mendaki, The Singapore Prison Services and
Yellow Ribbon, is intended to tackle the problem
of unintentional influence of incarcerated parents
onto their children and act preventively to make
sure that those children, while not judging their
parents for the reasons why they ended up in
prison, will consciously decide to reassess what
they want to become in the future and how they
wish to contribute to society.

“As a curator and art historian, I strongly believe in
the positive impact of spontaneous art on the overall
development of children and I am delighted that the arttherapy workshops organized by The Red Pencil at the
Singapore Pinacotheque de Paris have added sparkle
and joy in the life of young children and their families”.

“The children look forward for every session at
Whispering Hearts Family Service Centre. I find it useful
for them to articulate their thoughts and emotions in a
non-conventional way, using art. The use of various art
materials like acrylic paints, oil pastels, chalk pastels,
watercolour, clay and mask creates an interesting outlet
to facilitate self-discovery. On the last session, everyone
was sad that it was over and even asked when the
next programme will be held. Hopefully, this can be
an ongoing collaboration between The Red Pencil and
Yayasan MENDAKI.”

Marc Restellini

Hasannah

Founder and President, Pinacotheque de Paris

a family member of one of the children attending the programme

Faber-Castell
Faber-Castell does not need any
introduction! Their name is a synonym of
quality, durability and integrity. The Red
Pencil Singapore is grateful for partnering
with Faber-Castell for the benefit of the
children we serve. In each event we
facilitate, and thanks to the sponsoring of
Faber-Castell, color pencil boxes are being
sold at the usual market par ice for the
benefit of our humanitarian mission.

Thank you to all our other partners for
their trust: Beyond Social Services, The
Spastic Children’s Association of Singapore,
Muhammadiyah Welfare Home, Pasir
Ris Family Centre, Rare Disease Society
Singapore, Red Cross Home for the Disabled
and with whom we have a number of
upcoming projects together.
In accordance to the ethics of the art-therapy
profession, written permission has been granted to
use all pictures and paintings displayed in the RED
PENCIL newsletters.

The Healing
Process of Art
Before they can even speak and write,
children use pencils and colors to express
themselves, their feelings, their thoughts and
ideas. Later on, when they can indeed talk,
words are often inadequate for children to
express what they are going through and if
they experience sadness, fear or anger, art will
give them an alternative way to channel those
emotions in a safe and socially acceptable way.
When children are caught in overwhelming
situations that they can neither understand,
nor handle, like natural disasters, conflict
zones or long-term illnesses, drawing will
allow them to express those sufferings that
need attention, expression, release, relief and
ultimately healing. The creative process gives
them an opportunity to regain control over an
uncontrollable situation. Along the way, they
experience pride and a healthier self-esteem
for being acknowledged and praised and the
assurance that they have the inner strength to
overcome any challenge coming their way.
WITH G RATITUDE TO
OUR BOARD MEMBERS:
Professor A. Jacobsen
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Mr. Chong Huai Seng
Mr. Alain Vandenborre

The Red Pencil Ltd
20 Upper Circular Road
#02-01 The Riverwalk
Singapore 058416

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY:
SINGAPORE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD

HP: (65) 9737 5630
For further information,
Please contact Laurence at:
laurence@redpencil.org.
Video available at
www.redpencil.org
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