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Our next issue will be published in 
December 2013. An update of all the 
great work done by registered art-
therapists for children will be detailed, 
with stories and pictures.
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We are very glad to announce that The Red 
Pencil Ltd was granted the IPC status on May 
1st, 2013. This special status granted by the 
Ministry of Social and Family Development 
grants any donations a 250% tax rebate. The 
Red Pencil received it as a validation of what 
has been done for the children in Singapore 
until now, but also as a trust for all the 
many more art-therapy projects that we are 
embracing for the future. 

Today, our art-therapists are actively intervening in 8 
centers for children, as well as opening a full-time art-
therapy service at KK Hospital.

On June 6th, The Belgian and Luxembourg Business 
Group organised their annual dinner and officially 
adopted The Red Pencil as their preferred humanitarian 
partner.  17 paintings have been offered in silent auction, 
of which 14 have been sold.

OUR MISSION

Is to bring the benefits of art-
therapy to children facing 
overwhelming situations for 
which they have no words.

We are deeply grateful 
to our partners who 
journey with us towards 
accomplishing our mission 
in Singapore and overseas:

EVENTS & NEWS:

Awareness Workshop for parents and staff at MINDS. Exercise with closed eyes.

“Often, for children with parent(s) 
incarcerated, they experience a 
myriad of feelings and emotions 
that they might not understand, 
let alone express. Thus, during 
such periods, having an outlet for 
them to express and being assisted 
in processing these feelings and 
emotions would be very helpful 
to help them make sense of their 
situations and themselves. In the 
pilot session, the children enjoyed 
making art immensely. Within the 
session, the children appeared to 
warm up to each other and the 
therapists and felt increasingly freer 
to express themselves.”

Kay Yi Xian
Social Worker 
Care Corner Family Service Centre 
(Admiralty)

“The art-therapist conducted 
a wonderful interactive session 
today. It was a highly professional 
& meaningful session which also 
touched all the parents’ heart. 
We have received an excellent 
feedback from the participants. We 
hope to work with him in future. 
It was a great pleasure to see the 
audience leaving the premises with 
a joyful mood.”

Piyali Chakrabarti 
Registered Psychologist 
Head, Department of Psychology 
Cerebral Palsy Alliance Singapore

“The art-therapy session will 
benefit the children in the long 
run as deep-rooted issues bottled 
within will eventually surface and 
we could help them overcome 
these challenges.  The response 
was good and it seemed that 
the kids enjoyed the session 
tremendously.”

Khamaliah Hassan
Project Manager (MHA) 
Community Development Department 
Yayasan Mendaki

“Painting has to get back to  
its original goal, examining the  
inner lives of human beings.”  

Pierre Bonnard

OUR PARTNERS:

SUPPORTED BY:

SINGAPORE ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT BOARD



“The psychosocial training provides 
me with a better framework of how 
I (together with other art therapists 
and Red Cross staff) can render 
psychosocial support to the people 
affected by natural disasters. 
I would recommended more 
therapists to join the good cause!”

Tan Hsui Li
Art-Therapist (Singapore)

1. Psychosocial 
training on May  
11th and 12th. 
Fourteen art-therapists, 
among which three from 
overseas (Taiwan, Sri Lanka 
and Australia) underwent 
the psychosocial training 
organized by the Singapore 
Red Cross on May 11th and 
12th, allowing them to join 
emergency and non-emergency 
rescue missions in the region.

EVENTS & NEWS:

“The two day training programme 
on providing  psycho-social 
support during a disaster was well 
organized. The knowledge and 
intervention strategies shared by 
the experienced professionals 
assured  participants a good 
learning opportunity .” 

Chanudi Wick
Art-Therapist (Sri Lanka)

Credit to Art-Therapist Sally Dooner (from Australia)

Scribble exercise for fun and relaxation.

In Japan, we have started a relationship with a Japanese foundation 
“Today is the Day” whose objective is to bring art-therapy for 
children who have been exposed to the Japan East Tsunami and 
radiation in Fukushima.  A first joint talk took place at the Japanese 
Creative Centre on Friday May 31st.  Many people are willing to get 
involved in the project, among which we are very fortunate to have 
three Japanese- speaking art-therapists based in Singapore.

A candidate has 
been selected from 
Thailand to come and 
study at LASALLE 
College of the Arts 
starting this coming 
August.  After her 
studies, she will head 
back to Thailand’s 
King Memorial 
Hospital to practice 

art-therapy with children as well as organize workshops to bring 
awareness of art-therapy in Thailand and beyond. We are also in the 
process of selecting a candidate from Indonesia in partnership with 
Dr. Cipto Mangunkusomo Hospital.

2. Where else  
are we active ? 
On June 6th, The Red Pencil 
International celebrated a 
milestone : our very first two 
art-therapists have taken 
off with The Singapore Red 
Cross to join a 8-day mission 
in a welfare home for the 
disabled in Maliu Village, 
Tongji Town, Pengzhou, in 
the Northwest of Chengdu 
City, Sichuan (China) 
where 60 handicapped and 
mentally ill were abandoned 
by their families.

3.  Charity dinner 
Our next charity dinner will take 
place in Monaco in September 
on the occasion of the Picasso 
Exhibition at the Forum Grimaldi.

Art washes from the soul  
the dust of everyday life”  

Pablo Picasso

One of our very first art-therapists ready 
to take off to Sichuan.

Group of volunteer Art-Therapists completing their 
Red Cross psycho-social support training.



The Healing  
Process of Art 

Before they can even speak and write,  
children use pencils and colors to express 
themselves, their feelings, their thoughts and 
ideas. Later on, when they can indeed talk, 
words are often inadequate for children to 
express what they are going through and if 
they experience sadness, fear or anger, art will 
give them an alternative way to channel those 
emotions in a safe and socially acceptable way. 

When children are caught in overwhelming 
situations that they can neither understand, 
nor handle, like natural disasters, conflict 
zones or long-term illnesses, drawing will 
allow them to express those sufferings that 
need attention, expression, release, relief and 
ultimately healing. The creative process gives 
them an opportunity to regain control over an 
uncontrollable situation. Along the way, they 
experience pride and a healthier self-esteem 
for being acknowledged and praised and the 
assurance that they have the inner strength to 
overcome any challenge coming their way.

The Red Pencil Ltd 
The Red Pencil International Ltd 
20 Upper Circular Road 
#02-01 The Riverwalk 
Singapore 058416

HP: (65) 9737 5630

For further information, 
Please contact Laurence at: 
laurence@redpencil.org.

Video available at  
www.redpencil.org
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